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Residents Reminded of Theft 
Prevention During Holidays
As the holiday shopping season approaches, residents are reminded by 
the Police Department to not leave valuables in their vehicles—especially 
in plain sight. Thieves know that valuables are often hidden in the 
console and under seats. The best way to avoid being a victim is taking  
all valuables when exiting the car.

A Costly Mistake
Not only is there the expense of replacing stolen 
items, but thieves often cause damage to the car, 
such as broken locks or windows. Time is valuable, 
and cancelling and replacing credit cards, debit 
cards, checks, driver’s licenses and other personal 
information that can be used to steal a person’s 
identity is a hassle.
 
Protecting Valuables
u	� Always take items such as a purse, wallet, laptop, 

MP3 player, cell phone and other valuables when 
exiting the car. 

u	� When taking valuables is not an option, lock 
valuables in the trunk. Move them to the trunk 
beforehand to avoid being seen by potential 
burglars. 

u	� Take notice of the surroundings. Drive around  
the parking lot before parking the car. 

u	� Note any suspicious persons or vehicles. If 
something feels suspicious, it probably is. 

u	� Once parked, walk promptly with keys or cell 
phone in hand, while looking around. 

u	� Report suspicious persons to the police 
immediately.

Random Inspections
As a courtesy to vehicle owners, the Irving Police 
Department provides random inspections of vehicles 

City Office Closings
City offices will be closed Dec. 23–24 and 31. There 

will be no residential trash, curbside recycling or brush 

collection on those days. The Hunter Ferrell Landfill 

will be closed Dec. 24–25 and Jan. 1. The drop-off 

recycling centers will close at 4 p.m. Dec. 24 and 

31, and remain closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1. Libraries 

and recreation centers will not be open Dec. 23-25 

and Jan. 1, and will close at 5 p.m. Dec. 31. Heritage 

Aquatic Center will close at 2 p.m. Dec. 22, and will 

remain closed Dec. 23–25, 31 and Jan. 1. North Lake 

Aquatic Center will be closed Dec. 22–Jan. 2. Irving 

Arts Center administration offices and box office will 

be closed Dec. 23–25 and 31. n

Retail Business 
campaign

Irving retailers are being asked by the Greater 

Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce to 

participate in a new campaign to boost the 

local economy by encouraging consumers to 

shop “In Irving.” 

Participating businesses will receive a door 

cling to advertise the campaign to customers. 

A special emphasis will be made on the 

first Saturday of each month when retailers 

are encouraged to offer extra incentives or 

discounts for shoppers. 

The chamber is creating a web page to 

highlight participating businesses. Residents 

will be able to review the page prior to 

shopping.

There is no cost for businesses to participate. 

To register and for more information, visit  

www.irvingchamber.com and select 

“downloads” for an application and FAQs. 

Those interested also can e-mail Don 

Williams at dwilliams@irvingchamber.com  

or call (214) 217-8484. n Most car burglaries involve
valuables left in plain sight.
Thieves know the places you hide your valuables–they think 
to check the console and under seats. Taking all valuables 
with you when exiting the car is the best way to avoid being 
a victim of burglary.

For more information, visit www.irvingpd.com 

 

to raise awareness of theft and burglary prevention. 
Patrol officers and Irving Citizens on Patrol members 
randomly issue report cards, with passing or failing 
grades, to let motorists know if their vehicle is 
considered a prime target for crime.

Behaviors that can lead to a failed inspection include 
an unlocked vehicle, keys left in the vehicle, an 
open window or property in plain view. For more 
information, visit www.irvingpd.com. n




